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My essential question asks how different genres of music can inspire one’s fashion sense. 

Today I will begin with Rock/ Brit-pop music and how it impacted fashion in the 60’s. After that, 

you can read about Madonna, and David Bowie’s influence on pop fashion, along with they key 

accessories in this time. To close it all, you can read about how The Ramones and how the music 

they made and clothing they wore became the start of Punk Rock fashion.  

!
All music has a different sound, and can show somebodies personality. From punk to pop, 

the way you dress can define the type of music that you enjoy and listen to. Music has been 

around since the beginning of time, and is now becoming a bigger impact on today. Fashion 

seems to define who you are as a person, although there is no right or wrong way to dress. It was 

during the 60’s when music was starting to weave its way into everyday life, fashion being a part 

of that. Some of the most influential stars were famous in the mid 60’s, during the British 

Invasion.  

!
The British Invasion happened in the mid 60’s. Bands such as The Beatles, The Kinks, 

and The Rolling Stones became popular around this time. The music that they produced will 

timelessly be considered Brit-pop and rock. Brit-pop is alternative music that originated in the 

UK. Alternative is music is the genre that is in between pop and rock, although it doesn’t exactly 

have its own definition. Many musicians became popular during his time, beginning in the UK, 

then to America, and later making its way throughout the world. The popularity came to to artists 
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because of the change in the new, more upbeat music, interesting a new audience to listen to the 

artist’s work. 

!
An interesting part to this time is how the artist’s personal style didn’t influence others, 

but the targeted audience did. Previous to the Invasion, music didn’t have much, or any influence 

on fashion. There was always a focus on the older generations. With the invasion of this new 

innovative music, it was targeted towards teens and young adults. Designers soon learned to stop 

completely focusing on the older and wealthy, and to focus on newer generations. This was the 

first time younger people really “overthrew” the older. It all started in Mary Quant’s small 

boutique. Located in Chelsea, London. The mini-skirt was only the beginning, along with 

brighter colors and eye catching textures. Then, years later it evolved into the hippie look. Laid 

back, flowy, and tie-dye were major parts of the trend.  

!
Pop music is a genre that originated from the 60’s rock, and is a distinguishable sound 

from jazz and folk music. Also, it is usually what is found on the top of the charts, with the word 

“pop” originating from the word popular. Madonna was a major influence on fashion in the 80’s. 

She had the signature 80’s look, the kind you would see in a magazine or movie that took place 

in this time. Leg warmers, shoulder pads, large earrings, and over-sized sweaters being a few of 

the most popular trends. Although some people may argue, Madonna empowered women to be 

strong and take charge of their gender through fashion, even possibly through more revealing 

outfits. David Bowie took fashion and made it his medium, his way of art. Some people have 

paint brushes and pencils, but he had music and an alter ego with crazy style.  
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The key accessories that many young women would flaunt include, rubber bracelets,lace 

gloves, headbands, religious jewelry, pearls, and short skirts with leggings. As you may have 

guessed, the main influence for these fads was Madonna! Her very well known “bride” outfit  

worn at the 1984 Video Music Awards attracted much attention with the lace gloves. She 

expressed individuality through fashion and inspired others to do the same. As she has said: “I 

am my own experiment. I am my own work of art.” Still, pop music is played and as you may 

have guessed, is a very popular genre.  

!
Next is in my opinion, is the time when music had the biggest effect on fashion. Between 

1974 and 1976, the rock music became more rebellious, also known as anti-establishment. 

Simply meaning you didn’t agree with the “normal” things like everybody else. The songs 

became shorter, more guitar was added, and singers voices’ became louder. The Ramones are 

commonly known as the first band to start this movement. Now, the fashion was for men and 

women. Their signature look was the baggy ripped jeans, white fitted shirt, and a leather jacket. 

This was taken on by many men who enjoyed their music.  

!
Ripped clothing was trending, so fishnets and jeans had rips and holes. Plaid was also a 

popular pattern with this audience. Purses, pants, and skirts would be the main types of clothing 

that were plaid. One of the most unique parts of the trend is that many people had colored 

mohawks or just very spiked hair. A few interesting pieces that some designers would put on 

their clothes include safety pins for style, and studs. Punk isn’t all about just dressing in 

rebellious clothing. “To me, punk is about being an individual and going against the grain and 
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standing up and saying 'This is who I am’.”- Joey ! . Although punk music isn’t quite as popular 4

today, it continues to stand out from others and will not be forgotten. 

!
A question I have been thinking about recently, does the music we listen to have an effect 

of us right now? You may be thinking “we dress in normal clothes” but really, there is no normal.  

Will people dress in clothes from the 2010s as Halloween costumes 40 years from now, like we 

do from the 80’s?  UGGS, baseball hats, and  oversized sweaters, could all be worn as dress up 

costumes. Without noticing, the jeans with sneakers and graphic t-shirt “trend”, will someday 

have papers written on it and how celebrities influenced it. Everything around us is changing so 

just remember to be who you are. Dress how you want, listen to whatever music you want, and 

art can be simply whatever you express yourself with.  

!
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